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INTERFERENCE IN ANCIENT LANGUAGES 
AS EVIDENCED 

BY GOVERNED PREPOSITIONS1 

MIKHAL ÜREN 

UNIVERSITY OF HAIFA 

Abstract 

Unusual verb+preposition combinations can sometimes be traced to 
a phenomenon of linguistic interference, whereby a combination com
monly used in one language is translated word for word into another. 
Encouraged by various factors, such loan translations may develop 
from occasionallapses by individual speakers into standard expressions 
in the language into which they were introduced. Severa! examples are 
presented here of verb+preposition combinations showing West 
Semitic influence on Akkadian in the Amarna and Ugarit texts on 
the one hand, and Aramaic influence on late Bíblica! Hebrew on the 
other. Also discussed is the distinct, but not unrelated, practice of 
deliberately insening uncommon expressions in literary texts as a 
means of characterizing a foreigner's manner of speaking; this is illus
trated by sorne of the elements in the speech attributed in the Bible 
to the Assyrian official Rab-Saqe. 

l. lntroduction 

One of the issues at the interface between syntax and semantics is that 
of verbal rection or verbal government, i.e. the question of the 

1 This anide is based on a paper presented at the 39th North American Confer
ence on Afroasiatic Linguistics (NACAL 39) that took place in Austin, Texas, on 
the 12th-13th ofFebruary 2011. The material is taken from the doctoral dissertation 
that I completed in November 2012 under the supervision ofProf. Tamar Zewi at 
the Universiry of Haifa, and that bears the ticle 'Verbal Rection in the Northwest 
Semi tic Languages in the Second Half of the Second Millennium and the First Half 
of the First Millennium BCE'. This work was made possible by the award of a 
Rotenstreich Fellowship for Outstanding Doctoral Students in the Humanities from 
the Israelí Council for Higher Education, as well as a grant from the Memorial 
Foundation for Jewish Culture. 
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