
JOURNAL OF ISLAMIC STUDIES 

EDITOR 

DR FARHAN AHMAD NIZAMI 
Magdalen College, Oxford 

ASSISTANT EDITOR 

DR M. AFIFI AL-AKITI 
Worcester College, Oxford 

CONSULTANT EDITORS 

PROFESSOR At:YUMARDI AzRA 

State Islamic University, Jakarta 

PROFESSOR ZAFAR iSHAQ ANSARI 

International Islamic University, 
Islamabad 

PROFESSOR CEMAL KAFADAR 

Harvard University 

PROFESSOR DIMITRI GUTAS 

Yale University 

PROFESSOR M. KAMAL HASSAN 

International Islamic University, 
Malaysia 

PROFESSOR EKMELEDDiN iHSANOGLU 

Secretary-General of the 
Organization of the Islamic Co-operation 

PROFESSOR ABDUL-NABI !SSTAIF 

University of Damascus 

PROFESSOR Yuzo ITAGAKI 

University of Tokyo 

PROFESSOR WADAD KADI 

University of Chicago 

PROFESSOR WILFERD f. MADELUNG 

St John's College, Oxford 

PROFESSOR ALI A. MAZRUI 

State University of New York, 
Binghamton 

PROFESSOR SEYYED HosSEIN NASR 

George Washington University, 
Washington 

PROFESSOR jAMES PISCATORI 

Durham University 

DR RICHARD C. REPP 

Sr Cross College, Oxford 

PROFESSOR fRANCIS ROBINSON 

Oxford Centre for Islamic Studies 

DR EuGENE RoGAN 

St Antony's College, Oxford 

PROfESSOR ABDULLAH YusuF AL-GHUNAI~I 

Center for Research and Studies on Kuwait 

JOURNAL OF ISLAMIC STUDIES 

VOLUME 24 NUMBER, 2 MAY 2013 fZ , B9 3 

CONTENTS 

ARTICLES 

A Post-Ghaziilian critic of Avicenna: Ibn Ghayliin al-Balkhi 
on the Materia Medica of the Canon of Medicine 

(;;,~~~>} 
\.--- \ ;·,¡. \ ;·~¡·JJ;~\ ;:-

,.,_<'$' 

~
,~,.., . '"': 

Ayman Shihadeh 135 

Convivenza, Convenienza and Conversion: Islam in Medieval 
Hungary (1 000-1400 CE) 

Katarína Stulrajterová 

BOOK REVIEWS 

l. Consuelo López-Morillas: El Corán de Toledo: Edición y estudio del 
Manuscrito 235 de la Biblioteca de Castilla-La Mancha (Biblioteca 
arabo-romanica et islamica 5). By Thomas E. Burman. 

2. Tiana Koutzarova: Das Transzendentale bei Ibn Sinii. Zur Metaphysik als 
Wissenschaft erster Begriffs- und Urteilsprinzipien. By Taneli Kukkonen. 

3. Bilal Orfali and Nada Saab (eds.): Su{ism, Black and White: A Critica/ 
Edition of Kitiib al-Bay¿¡¡J wa-1-Sawiid by Abü [-}jasan al-Sirjiini (d. ca. 
47011077). By Christopher Melchert. 

4. Adam Gaiser: Muslims, Scholars, Soldiers: The Origin and Elaboration of 
the Iba(ii lmiimate Traditions. By Abdulrahman al-Salimi. 

5. Oliver Kahl (ed. and transl.): Siibür ibn Sahl's Dispensatory in the 
Recension of the 'A(iudi Hospital. By Peregrine Horden. 

6. Nouha Khalifa: Hardship and Deliverance in the Islamic Tradition: 
Theology and Spirituality in the Works of al-Tanükhi. By Alexander Key. 

7. Anne-Marie Eddé (transl. by Jane Marie Todd): Saladin. By Suleiman A. 
Mourad. 

8. S. A. H. Haqqi: Chingiz Khan: the Life and Legacy of an Empire Builder. 
By David Morgan .. 

J.- Roxani Eleni Margariti, Adam Sabra and Petra M. Sijpesteijn (eds.): 
Histories of the Middle East. Studies in Middle Eastern Society, Economy 
and Law in Honor of A. L. Udovitch. By C. Edmund Bosworth. 

10. Christian Lange and Songül Mecit (eds.): The Seljuqs: Politics, Society 
and Culture. By Gary Leiser. 

11. Paul Wittek (edited, with an introduction and afterword, by Colín 
Heywood): The Rise of the Ottoman Empire. Studies in the History of 
Turkey, 13'h-15th Centuries. By Kate Fleet. 

12, Feroz Ahmad: The Young Turks. The Committee of Union and Progress 
in Turkish Politics, 1908-14. By Emine Ó. Evered. 

175 

199 

201 

204 

206 

209 

212 

217 

219 

220 

223 

227 

229 



, ... · 

11 CONTENTS 

13. AMIT BEIN: Ottoman Ulema, Turkish Republic: Agents of Change and 
Guardians of Tradition. By Richard C. Repp. 

14. Michael A. Reynolds: Shattering Empires: The Clash and Collapse of the 
OÚoman and Russian Empires, 1908-1918. By Frederick Anscombe. 

15. Ay§e Kad10glu and E. Fuat Keyman (eds.): Symbiotic Antagonisms: 
Competing Nationalisms in Turkey. By Laurent Mignon. 

16. Paul Auchterlonie: Encountering Islam. joseph Pitts: An English Slave in 
17'h·Century Algiers and Mecca. A critica/ edition, with biographical 
introduction and notes of joseph Pitts of Exeter's 'A Faithful Account of 
the Religion and Manners of the Mahometans' 1731. By Nabil l. Matar. 

17. Malcolm C. Lyons: The Man of Wiles in Popular Arabic Literature: A 
Study of a Medieval Arab Hero. By Remke Kruk. 

18. Shamil Jeppie, Ebrahim Moosa and Richard Roberts (eds.): Muslim 
Family Law in Sub-Saharan Africa. Colonial Legacies and Post-colonial 
Chal/enges. By Amidu Olalekan Sanni. 

19. Iik Arifin Mansumoor: Living Islamically in the Periphery: Muslim 
Discourse, Institution, and Intellectual Tradition in Southeast Asia. 
By Kevin W. Fogg. 

20. Yunas Samad: The Pakistan-US Conundrum. jihadists, the Military and 
the People: The Struggle for Control. By Marvin G. Weinbaum. 

21. Sakurai Keiko and Fariba Adelkhah (eds.): The Moral Economy of the 
Madrasa: Islam and Education Today. By Mohammad Talib. 

22. Fauzia Ahmad and Mohammad Siddique Seddon (eds.): Muslim-Youth: 
Challenges, Opportunities and Expectations. By Asma Mustafa. 

23. Hilal Elver: The Headscarf Controversy: Secularism and Freedom of 
Religion. By Mary Hossain. 

24. Jonathan Bloom and Sheila Blair (eds.): And Diverse Are Their Hues: 
Color in Islamic Art and Culture. By William Stockland. 

BOOKS RECEIVED 

231 

234 

236 

239 

241 

244 

247 

249 

252 

256 

258 

260 

265 

Journal of Islamic Studies 24:2 12013) pp. 135-174 doi:10.1093/jis/ett017 

A POST-GHAZALIAN CRITIC OF AVICENNA: 
IBN GHAYLAN AL-BALKHI ON 

THE MATERIA MEDICA OF 
THE CANON OF MEDICINE 

AYMAN SHIHADEH* 
SOAS, University of London 

Ibn Ghayliin al-Balkhi was first brought to attention recently when a 
work of his was presented as evidence of the spread of Avicennan 
philosophy, 'the triumph of Avicennism', during the sixthltwelfth 
century. 1 More recently, this figure has been further contextualized and 
shown to be of intrinsic interest as evidence and a main representative of 
a previously-unknown post-Ghaziilian current that, despite the later 
obscurity of its exponents, played an immensely vital role in the 
development of the philosophical and theological traditions by paving 
the way for the definitive transformation initiated by Fakhr al:Din 
al-Riizi later in the century.2 Further light is shed on this current and its 
wider milieu in Ibn Ghayliin's critical gloss on the Book of Simple Drugs 
in Avicenna's Canon of Medicine, published and examined for the first 
time in the present article. This gloss, as will become clear below, must 
be one of the most unusual texts in the history of Islamic thought: it 
shows a philosophically and scientifically learned theologian, inspired 
by al-Ghaziili's criticism of philosophy, veering away from the usual 
problems of metaphysics and natural philosophy and instead attacking 
Avicenna in the field of medicine, his ultimate goals being to demonstrate 
that Avicenna's works are unreliable and should not be treated as though 

* Author's note: This paper was delivered at the Avicenna Conference, 
Brigham Young University, June 2010. I am grateful to the participants and the 
anonymous reviewers for their invaluable comments. 

1 Jean R. Michot, 'La pandémie avicennienne au Vle/Xne siecle: Présentation, 
editio princeps et traduction de l'introduction du Livre de l'advenue du monde 
(Kitab J;udüth al-'alam) d'Ibn Ghaylan al-Balkhi', Arabica, 4013 (1993): 287-
344. 

2 Ayman Shihadeh, 'From al-Ghazali to al-Razi: 6th/12th Century Develop
ments in Muslim Philosophical Theology', Arabic Sciences and Philosophy, 1511 
(2005): 141-79. 
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