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STUDIES ON THE jAZIRA. IIl. THE HISTC 
OF AL-RAQQA BY AL-QUSHAYRI 

C. EDMUND BOSWORTH 
Visiting Professor, Institute of Arabic and Islamic Studies, 

University of Exeter 

1. INTRODUCTION 

This study complements the two previous studies on local histories e 

JazIra, which treated of Barnin and Dunaysir respectively.l It was I 

in these that there was a particularly flourishing genre of local hi 
writing in Syria, the JazIra and Iraq from at least the fourthltenth ce 
onwards, culminating in the magisterial works of Ibn (Asákir an 
al-QalánisI for Damascus, Ibn al-'AdIm for Aleppo and al-Khati 
Baghdad.2 The authors approached their subjects in various ' 
including eulogies for the special characteristics, excellences and 
ficial aspects (kha$a'i$, faq,a'il, maniifl) of their city, town or regio] 
sorne elements of straight historical narrative, but more often adopl 
biographical approach, dealing with the notable religious le. 
scholars, literary men and statesmen who were natives of the pla 
who had migrated thither and become connected with it. The hi 
dealt with here falls firmly into the category of biographical inform 
about religious scholars and, specifically, deals with the jurists or 
scholars (fuqaha') and traditionists (mu~addithun) of al-Raqqa 
below, section IV). 

1 C. Edmund Bosworth, 'Studíes on the Jazira. 1. Sorne Fragrnents ( 
History of Medieval Islarnic !:Iarran' in Philip S. Alexander et al. (eds.), ' 
Semítica. The Journal of Semieie Studies Juhilee Volume (Journal of S 
Studies Supplement, 16; Oxford University Press for the Universi 
Manchester, 2005): 213-21; id., 'Studies on the Jazira. II. Dunaysir a 
History', Acta Orientalia Aeademiae Scientiarum Hungarieae, 59 (2006): 

2 Bosworth, 'Studíes on the Jazira. 1', 13. 
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