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INTRODUCTION 
 
 
Gun violence has plagued Latin 
America since the early days of the
colonial era. In June, archaeologists 
excavating an old Inca cemetery 
near Lima found a skull marred by 
a pair of small, round holes—-
evidence of the oldest gunshot 
victim in the Americas yet 
discovered. The musket, in this 
case likely fired during the final 
battle for the Incan empire in 1536, 
was brought over by the Spaniards, 
and in a sense, the invasion of gun 
technology continues: In the last 
three decades, thousands upon 
thousands of small arms have 
inundated the region. According to 
the World Health Organization, 
between 73,000 and 90,000 people 
in Latin America and the 
Caribbean are shot to death each 
year, as Rachel Stohl and David 
Tuttle note in this issue’s opening 
piece. In a seeming paradox, gun 
violence in many countries in the 
region has actually increased since 
the cessation of formal warfare.  
 
The violence is made possible by 
the many foreign-made small arms 
that arrive in Latin America and the 
Caribbean through a variety of 
channels, including commercial 
sales, both legal and illegal, 
governmental and private. Many of 
the guns now circulating all over 
the region arrived in Central 
America during the 1980s; a 2003 
RAND study on arms trafficking in 
Colombia, for example, found that 
a great deal of the weapons flowing 
into the country were of Cold War 
vintage. Having outlived their 
original purpose, they now make 
possible Colombia’s 17,000 
average yearly gun-related deaths. 
 
 

CONTENTS
MAR/APR 2008

 Report Resources 

WEB EXTRA
Researching Guns in the Americas Online
By NACLA

 Open Forum 

A HUNGER STRIKER BECOMES 
CHILE’S CONSCIENCE
By Amalia Córdova

 Update 

ANOTHER SOA?
A Police Academy in El Salvador Worries 
Critics
By Wes Enzinna

 Intro 

GUNS: THE SMALL ARMS TRADE IN 
THE AMERICAS
By Pablo Morales

 Report 

Page 1 of 2N A C L A

02/04/2008http://www.nacla.org/issue_disp.php?iss=41|2&nacla_Session=96572ac17aa79539d5...



Read More THE SMALL ARMS TRADE IN LATIN 
AMERICA
By Rachel Stohl and Doug Tuttle
THE U.S. SENATE: STALLING 
HEMISPHERIC ARMS CONTROL
By Frida Berrigan
GUNS: THE U.S. THREAT TO MEXICAN 
NATIONAL SECURITY
By Bill Weinberg
DISARMING BRAZIL
Lessons and Challenges
By Peter Lucas
PINCOHET, ARMS MERCHANT
By Roger Burbach
COLOMBIA AND BRAZIL: DEADLY 
DIVERSIONS
By Pablo Morales

 Reviews 

DEMYSTIFYING CHÁVEZ
By Christopher Hewlett
COMPARING POST–COLD WAR 
STRATEGIES
By Christy Thornton

 MALA 

THE MEDIA NEED MORE TLC IN 
CAFTA REPORTING
By Dan Beeton

Order Hard Copy

Key
: Available Free of Charge 
: Available For Purchase 
: Not Available Online 

 
NORTH AMERICAN CONGRESS ON LATIN AMERICA 
38 GREENE ST. 4TH FL., NEW YORK NY 10013 
TEL: (646) 613-1440 / FAX (646) 613-1443 
WRITE TO US! 

Created By 

 
 

Page 2 of 2N A C L A

02/04/2008http://www.nacla.org/issue_disp.php?iss=41|2&nacla_Session=96572ac17aa79539d5...


